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Daimler Boosts Mobility: Bus Chassis of New 

Assembly Facility for Colombia’s Metropolises 

 

• Daimler subsidiary in Colombia begins operations at 

new bus chassis assembly in the capital Bogota 

• Daimler to have an initial output of 500 chassis in 2012 

to prepare for growing demand for buses and efficient 

bus transport systems in major Colombian cities 

• Four-digit production capacity in the medium term 

 

Stuttgart / Bogota, Colombia – The innovative Bus Rapid Transit 

(BRT) mobility concept is being used in big cities such as Bogota to 

channel modern buses along separate lanes for faster, safer, and 

cleaner transportation. For instance, Mercedes-Benz buses equipped 

with environmentally friendly BlueTec diesel technology and the  

Anti-Lock Brake System (ABS) are operating in Colombia’s capital. 

On February 16, the Daimler subsidiary, Daimler Colombia S.A., 

officially opened a new bus chassis assembly in Bogota so that it 

can continue to meet the demand for buses from Daimler, especially 

for efficient passenger transportation in densely populated cities. 

Daimler unveiled its latest assembly in the presence of Colombian 

President, Juan Manuel Santos, and several members of the German 

parliament. The facility will assemble bus chassis based on the 

Press Information 

Date: 

February 22, 2012 

 



 

Daimler Communications, 70546 Stuttgart/Germany 

Page 2 Mercedes-Benz 1016 and the Thomas EF 1723, and will initially 

assemble a batch of 500 units this year. 

Jürgen Ziegler, Head of Daimler Latin America, explained the 

decision to locate the new bus assembly in Bogota as follows: 

“Colombia has the biggest market potential for Daimler in the 

South American bus business after Brazil and Argentina. We are 

responding to the growth forecasts by consistently expanding our 

product range with vehicles that meet Colombia’s local Euro IV 

emissions standard.” 

The Mercedes-Benz 1016 and Thomas EF 1723 bus chassis are 

available in Colombia in Euro IV- and Euro V-versions. The models’ 

design is unique, since they were specifically developed for the 

Colombian market and are being exclusively assembled in Bogota. 

As completely knocked down kits (CKD), the Mercedes-Benz 1016 

chassis are delivered from the plant in Wörth, Germany, and the 

Thomas EF 1723 chassis are conveyed from the Thomas Built Buses 

facility in High Point, North Carolina, and are finally assembled in 

Bogota. The local parts production in Colombia initially amounts to 

ten percent. In the future, Daimler Colombia will also procure parts 

from local suppliers who meet Daimler’s high quality standards in 

order to increase the chassis facility’s localization rate to at least 18 

percent. 

“With a total investment of over $1 million, we are ensuring that 

the employee qualifications, as well as vehicle development and 

production equipment, meet our high quality standards,” says 

Mathias Held, President of Daimler Colombia S.A. “We are creating 

around 40 new jobs so that we can begin production with an initial 

output of 500 bus chassis per year. In addition, we are planning to 

raise production numbers to four-digits in the medium term so that 

we can meet the rising demand for buses to implement innovative 

mobility concepts in Colombia’s major cities.” 
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Bogota’s “TransMilenio” BRT system is a great example of a 

successful transportation solution in a city with a population in  

the millions. The local transportation system was set up in just 24 

months and is being gradually expanded across the entire city. The 

plan is to make the network so comprehensive that 80 percent of 

the city’s residents will have a bus stop within 500 meters of their 

homes by 2015. More than 1,800 buses — around 700 of which are 

Mercedes-Benz models — operate on separate bus lanes that are fed 

by several feeder lines. Due to its large number of passengers and 

high travel speed, TransMilenio is one of the world’s leading bus 

transportation systems. 

About Daimler Colombia S.A. 

Mercedes-Benz has been operating in Colombia since 1948.  

Daimler Colombia S.A. is a wholly owned Daimler subsidiary.  

It has its headquarters in Colombia’s capital city of Bogota and 

has been selling cars and commercial vehicles since 1998. 



 

Daimler Communications, 70546 Stuttgart/Germany 

Page 4  

Further information from Daimler is available at: 

www.media.daimler.com and www.daimler.com 

About Daimler  

Daimler AG is one of the world’s most successful automotive companies. With its divisions Mercedes-

Benz Cars, Daimler Trucks, Mercedes-Benz Vans, Daimler Buses and Daimler Financial Services, the 

Daimler Group is one of the biggest producers of premium cars and the world’s biggest manufacturer 

of commercial vehicles with a global reach. Daimler Financial Services provides financing, leasing, 

fleet management, insurance and innovative mobility services.The company’s founders, Gottlieb 

Daimler and Carl Benz, made history with the invention of the automobile in the year 1886. As a 

pioneer of automotive engineering, Daimler continues to shape the future of mobility today: The 

Group’s focus is on innovative and green technologies as well as on safe and superior automobiles 

that appeal to and fascinate its customers. For many years now, Daimler has been investing 

continually in the development of alternative drive systems with the goal of making emission-free 

driving possible in the long term. So in addition to vehicles with hybrid drive, Daimler now has the 

broadest range of locally emission-free electric vehicles powered by batteries and fuel cells. This is 

just one example of how Daimler willingly accepts the challenge of meeting its responsibility towards 

society and the environment. Daimler sells its vehicles and services in nearly all the countries of the 

world and has production facilities on five continents. Its current brand portfolio includes, in addition 

to the world’s most valuable premium automotive brand, Mercedes-Benz, the brands smart, Maybach, 

Freightliner, Western Star, BharatBenz, Fuso, Setra, Orion and Thomas Built Buses. The company is 

listed on the stock exchanges of Frankfurt and Stuttgart (stock exchange symbol DAI). In 2011, the 

Group sold 2.1 million vehicles and employed a workforce of more than 271,000 people; revenue 

totaled €106.5 billion and EBIT amounted to €8.8 billion. 

 


